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Aberdeen Royal Infirmary along with the accounts, &c., for
the year ending Dec. 31st, 1907, has just been issued. The

average number of beds in daily occupation was 226;
average number of days in hospital of each patient, 26 ;
operations performed, 1689 ; and death-rate, 6 9 per cent. in
cases treated. The number of in-patients treated (3119)
shows an increase of 281 over that of 1906. 15,792 out-

patients (including 1606 treated in the electrical department)
received advice and treatment. The average cost per
occupied bed is .S53 9s 2d. and of each in-patient .F.3 17s 6d.,
as compared with .f:50 3s. 7d. and .f:3 198. 7d. respectively
for the year 1906. A gift which afforded much gratification
was the cheque for 10,000 received from the Right Hon.
Lord Mount-Stephen towards the endowment fund. A further
addition to this fund was received in the form of a donation
of &pound; 300 made by the trustees of the late Miss Helen Walker
from the residue of her estate. The nursing staff consists
of nine sisters and 60 nurses. The candidates for
admission numbered 378. Under an arrangement with
the governors of the Aberdeen Educational Trust the
nurses have had the advantage of a course of instruc-
tion in invalid cookery. The days for the admission
of patients’ friends have been arranged as follows: (a)
For residents in Aberdeen, Wednesdays and Saturdays from
3 to 4 P.M., and Sundays from 4 to 5 P.M. ; and (b) for
country visitors, every weekday from 3 to 4 P.M., and Sundays
from 4 to 5 P M. At the convalescent hospital 206 cases
were treated during the year, the average period of residence
being 33 days. The income amounted to .f,445 and the
expenditure to .6612. Reference is made in the report to
the death of Mr. William Carnie who for the long perioi of
37 years-from 1861 to 1898-occupied the office of clerk and
treasurer to the Royal Infirmary and the Royal Asylum.

Feb. 17th. 
__________________

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Tube’l’culous Disease in Ireland.
AS returned in the last quarterly return of the marriages,

births, and deaths in Ireland the total number of deaths
from all forms of tuberculous disease registered during the
quarter was 2418, representing an annual rate of 2’ 2L per
1000 of the population of Ireland, estimated to the middle of
the year. The rates for each of the three preceding
quarterly periods for deaths from all forms of tuberculous
disease were 2’ 76, 2 - 97, and 2-24 per 1000. The above
total-2418-constitutes 13’ 4 per cent. of all deaths

registered during the quarter.
The Health of Belfast.

For the week ended Feb. 8th the death-rate from all
causes was the terribly high one of 27,- 8 per 1000, and from
the principal zymotic diseases 3 7. During the week there
were notified two cases of typhus fever, four of typhoid fever,
11 of scarlet fever, seven of diphtheria, and eight of cerebro-
spinal meningitis. There were (on Feb. 19th) in Purdysburn
fever hospital 76 patients. Of these, 21 were suffering from
cerebro-spinal meningitis, which the city corporation has
decided shall be a notifiable disease for one more year dating
from Jan. lst, 1908.-A deputation of ladies representing the
executive of the Belfast branch of the Women’s National
Health Association of Ireland appeared before the public
health committee of Belfast in reference to the aid which
they might give in the inf ctntile mortality question. The
health committee promised to supply report cards similar to
those in use in the health department.

Feb. 19th. 
__________________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Comparative -Inflitence of Intestinal J1dce upon Pepsin
and Panereatin.

M. Leoper and M. E.monet made a communication to the
Society of Biology, at a meeting held on Feb. 1st, on

the above subject. They had found by experiment that the
activity of pepsin diminished by three-quarters under the
influence of duodenal juice, by one-half under that of the
juices of the ileum, and by a quarter under the influence of
the juices of the colon. On the other hand, the activity of I

the secretion of the pancreas increases as regards the power-
of the trypsin, the steapsin, and the amylopsin in the same
proportion for the various regions of the intestine.

2’he Meal (Zlarane) of Nette.
Various explorers have noted that the "fccrine de Nett6

produced from the fruit of Parkia biglobtisa. is a form of
nourishment much appreciated by the natives of tropical
Africa; despite its name it is not a meal, for it contains no-
starch. It is, however, very rich in fat, in phosphates, and
in sugar. At a meeting of the Academy of Sciences held
on Jan. 27th M. Goris and M. Cr&eacute;t&eacute; communicated a paper
in which they gave the results of some researches which
they had made into the alimentary value of this foodstuff.
Analysis showed that it was the richest in saccharose of any
food which they had come across. Beetroot pulp, for
instance, contains from 18 to 20 per cent. of saccharose, and
sugar-cane an almost similar proportion, but the substance
under investigation contains as much as 25 per cent.

The Hygiene of IJroe,7lings.
Some years ago M. Juillerat, the chief of the Bureau of-

Hygiene of the Prefecture of the Seine, took up the question
of the sanitary arrangement of all the houses in Paris. A.
new campaign has just been entered upon by the "Ligue
Sociale des Acheteurs." This society, which formerly dealt
with insanitary houses and the lodges of concierges, is now
directing its attention to the conditions under which servants-
are housed. Its members bind themselves only to become-
tenants of those fiats where the rooms allotted to the
servants are provided with windows affording proper venti-
lation and light and where there is a proper apparatus for
warming. A list of houses fulfilling these conditions will be
drawn up and it will be open to public inspection.

The Treatment of -Disease of the Hip joint by Intra-
articular Injections.

At a meeting of the Academy of Medicine held on,

Feb. 4th M. Calot discussed Hip Disease and held a brief
for the great superiority of the method of treatment by
injection over any cutting operation or simple immobilisation.
He claims that it shortens the length of time necessary for
treatment by two-thirds and brings about a cure without.
lameness or even shortening the limb. The treatment is

practically identical with that of a cold abscess. If there-
is no effusion iodoform injections may be used, or still
better a solution of naphthol- camphor in glycerine. M.
Calot has been using this method of treatment since 1893.

The Thyroid Treatment of Chronic Rheumatisna.
At the same meeting of the Academy M. Leopold de L6vi

and M. Henri de Rothschild communicated a paper dealing-
with 39 cases of chronic rheumatism in patients of both
sexes, aged from 12 to 15 years. 10 of these cases were of
generalised chronic rheumatism, while 9 showed the
nodular form with ankylosis and persistent pain, Out of
these 19 patients 14 improved greatly, while 2 could be
considered as cured. Of the 20 remaining cases who showed
the disease in a milder form, 18 improved or were cured.
The treatment consisted in the administration of 10 centi-
grammes of extract of sheep’s thyroid from one to three
times a day. The effects of the treatment must be carefully
watched.

The Poison of Kuch’s Bacillus Tuberculosis.
At a meeting of the Academy of Sciences held on

Feb. 10th Professor Armand Gautier brought forward some
researches undertaken by Dr. Auclerc and Dr. Paris on Koch’s
bacillus tuberculosis. These observers found three distinct
poisons in the bacillus-namely, a tuberculin, lecithin, and
a special protoplasm poison. This last can be separated
chemically and a quarter of a milligramme of it will slowly
kill an average-sized guinea-pig by bringing about the same
conditions in the lungs as does the bacillus itself.

.4?-MM in the Treatment of iSyp7tilis.
At a meeting of the Therapeutical Society held on

Jan. 18th M. Bardet put in a strong plea for the use of
arsenic in cases of syphilis where mercury is ill borne. He
was anxious that the treatment should be tried in hospital,
and as he considers that in some cases of syphilis arsenic
has a specific action he said that it ought to be tried by itself
and not in combination with mercury or the iodides. In the
town he thought it would be better given by injection, but
in the country, where there might be a difficulty in the


